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whine over the Common-wealth of Rome, which grew great only by the misery of the rest of mankind. The Romans, like others, as soon as they grew rich, grew corrupt ; and in their corruption sold the lives and freedoms of themselves, and of one another1.'
Again,
'A people, who, while they were poor, robbed mankind ; and as soon as they became rich, fobbed one another2.'
In his review of the Miscellanies in prose and verse, published by Elizabeth Harrison, but written by many hands, he gives an eminent proof at once of his orthodoxy and candour:
1 The authours of the essays in prose seem generally to have imitated, or tried to imitate, the copiousness and luxuriance of Mrs. Rmve*. This, however, is not all their praise ; they have laboured to add to her brightness of imagery, her purity of sentiments. The poets have had l)r. Walts before their eyes ; a writer, who, if he stood not in the first class of genius, compensated that defect by a ready application of his powers to the promotion of piety. The attempt to employ the ornaments of romance in the decoration of religion, was, I think, first made by Mr. Boyle's Martyrdom of Theodora ; but Boylt?s philosophical studies did not allow him time for the cultivation of style ; and the completion of the great design was reserved for Mrs. Rowe. Dr. Watts was one of the first who taught the Dissenters to write and speak like other men, by shewing them that elegance might consist with piety! They would have both done honour to a better society5, for they had that charity which might well make their failings be forgotten, and with which the whole Christian world might wish for communion. They were pure from all the heresies of an age, to which every opinion is become a favourite that the universal church has hitherto detested !
' Johnson's Works, vi. i r.                  attention by the. graces of language.
0 Ib. p. 13. He vigorously attacks     Whatever they had among them
the style in which these 'Mcmoirs'are     before, whether of learning or acute-
written. ' Sometimes,' he writes, 'the     ness, was commonly obscured and
reader is suddenly ravished with a     blunted by coarseness and Inelc-
sonorous sentence, of which, when     gance of style. He showed them
the noise is past, the meaning does     that zeal and purity might be ex-
not long remain.' Ib. p. 15.                   pressed and enforced by polished
3  The   author   of  Friendship   in     diction.'
Death.                                                       5 'Such lie [Dr.  Watts]  was  as
4  In the Lives of the Pacts ( Works,     every Christian Church would rejoice viii.    383)    Johnson    writes:— 'Dr.     to have adopted.'    Ib. p. 380.    See Watts was one of the first authors     also post, July 7, 1777, and May 19, that taught the Dissenters to court     1778.
1 ThisFrench had  this     473.
